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LOTF MEETING NOTICE
Tuesday, February 3, 2009

1:00 p.m.
UNO Advanced Technology Center

202I Lakeshore Drive, Suite 300
New Orleans,La.70122

Agenda

ROLL CALL

APPROVAL of November 3, 2008 MINUTES

Oyster development Account Balance
a. Oyster Tag Sales- (LSpMB Staff)
b. LOTF Financial Report-(LSpMB Staff)

Old Business

Osfica Locks update (Jerome Zeringue)

LOTI' Briefing Book Update (LSPMB)

Deparhnent of Health and Hospitals
a' Report on V.p. Study increase number ofvirulent strains between 5 hours and l0 hours to refrigeration

(John Supan for DHlVBrad Robin)
b. DFIH report on 800 number oyster haruest area closure information

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
a' DWF Report on letter sent about Hurricane Disaster Funds Grants for on-board refrigeration requfuements

and validation and verification fund for oyster farmers and processors
b' DWF Report on letter sent about non- renewal policy of oyster leases within public Oyster Grounds &Wildlife Management Areas
c' DWT report on Optional Procedure for Trip Ticket Information for compliance with ruled. Enforcement of harvesting regulations on tire public Seed Grounds (DWF)

Departrnent of Natural Resources
a' Update on LoTF's involvement with rule making process for concrete mat permits. (DNR, Govemor,s

Offrce of Coastal Affaire)

COMMITTEE RIPORTS
Finance (Mike Voisin)
Health (Glen Cambre)
Enforcement (Keith Lacaze)
Public & Private Oyster Grounds Committee (Buddy pausina)

a- seed Ground permit Appear Board Appoiltrnents (John Tesvich)b. permit Fees (DWF)

Research ,i;* llil,li 
require Biological survevs following permitted coastal activities(Jakov Jurisic)

Legal (Buddy pausina)

Legislative (Mike Voisin)
Coastal Restoration (Jerome Zeringue)
Oyster Resource Advisory Committee (Mike Voisin)
Marketing (Mike Voisin)

D.

E,

NEWBUSINESS
Update from I,DWF on Oyster Seed Ground permits Issued, and Appeals Board (DWF)
Report on the Status of the Public oyster Seed Grounds and2}os/z}}g Oyster Season iert irr e*krowr;
Reimbursement for oyster promotion by plaquemines oyster Association lronn Tesvicirl
Update on Sabine Lake (DHH)
Proposed ru1e changes to Title 51 - Sanitary Code (DHH)
Request from DWF and DltrH]\4ore Detailed Maps with Coordinates for oyster Harvest Area Designations, andoyster seasonal closure lines (Jakov Jurisic)
Request for a new United commercial Fisherman's Association member (Brad Robin)
open portions of Sister Lake for harvest with a sack limit of 50 sacks lMit<e voisinj '
2009 ISSC Board Meeting and Annual Meeting

a.

b

d.
e.

f

s.

h.

i.

VI



J. Proposed Legislation
I' Early morning harvest for oysters 12:00 a.m. till dusk during April through November to meet Health

guidelines.
2. Repeal the trip ticket requirement for oysters and write a new law under the oyster section that allows the

health log sheets to be used to replace trip/tandiftg tickets for oyster harvest.
3. Add the Louisiana Oyster Association from East Plaquemine P-arish to the list of LOTF members.
4. Repeal the State vessel registration for oyster harvest vessels ifregistered with the Coast Guard
5. LOTF resource management consultetion with DWF and DWF Commission for public grormds.
6. Seed ground ONLY designation for certain areas in the public grounds.
7. Limits on percentage ofcultch material allowed in seed oysters harvested on public grounds.
8. Allow commercial licenses, permits, and tags to be purchased with credit caris.
9. 5 f, tag increase so 101 would to be dedicated to the oyster development fund,

ADJOURNuI.



Louisiana Oyster Taskforce
UNO Advanced Technology Center

202lLakeshore Drive Suite 300
November 3'd,2008 Meeting Minutes

I. Roll Call

Members Present - Glenn Cambre,
McManus for Keith LaCaze, Brad
Jerome Zeringue

Wilbert Collins, Dan Coulon, Jakov Jurisic, Stephen
Robin, John Tesvich, Wilson Voisin, Mike Voisin,

Members Absent - Shane Bagala, Leo Dyson, Ralph Pausina, Dennis pixton, Kirk
Rhinehart, Al Sunseri, peter Vujnovich

II. Approval of July 28,2008 & August 2s,200g Minutes - Moved, seconded, approved

III. Oyster Development Account Balance
a.Oyster Tag Sales - $22,375
b' LOTF Financial Report - Did not receive a report from the state for this quarter

IV. Old Business

a'Ostrica Locks letter to Governor - Discussion about the need to send a follow-up letter to
the original letter asking for a timeline update. Still waiting for a response from the
state' Contractor is not working, the doors are closed, forcing boats to find a longer
alternative route. Increase political pressure on DoTD. Jakov Jurisic mentions that
with the river level, it is safe to keep the gates up, but it is a detriment to limit the
access. Jerome Zeringue will follow up as well.

b' LOTF Briefing Book Update - Nothing new available. A few month ago, the L9TF
agreed to review and update the briefing book because of term limits and new
government representatives. Currently making drafts and open for comments,
hopefully in time for the National oyster Education Day in December.

c'Dept of Health and Hospitals Report on V.p. study - Presentation by John? Concerning a
study in the pathogenicity of the two strains.

d. Dept of Wildlife and Fisheries
i' Report on letter sent about Huricane Disaster Funds Grants - Mr. patrick

Banks, working on getting a response developed. Possibility of reallocating
some existing recovery monies into a survey-type program where participating
members of the fishing industry would get paid for providing information



[1.

ll1.

through the survey. Monies paid to fishing industry participants could be usedfor whatever purpose the industry member wanted, including those issues
identified in the recent LOTF letter to LDWF.
Report on letter sent about non-renewal policy of oyster leases - LDWF is also
working on finalizing the response to the recent LorF letter.

Report on letter sent about paying for license/permits by credit card - Letter
included in the packet. credit cards are not currently accepted due to the
potential fees and the potential for fraud through online. The concern is the
ability to identify the individual and the complications of insufficient funds.

Report on letter sent about opening a license/tag office in
Included in letter in packet. Sales not permitted in the LrNo
cost of establishing a separate and secure office is not feasible.
license sales for specified periods of time.

New Orleans -
building and the

Borg (sp) offers

e.Dept of Natural Resources

i' Concrete Mats - Jerome Zeringue indicated that DNRis in the process of
developing a policy in deference to bury pipelines instead of covering pipelines
with the mats in the event of user conflicts. Dealing with public oyster seed
grounds issues with oil companies (???? What does this mean? What does it
refer to?). Intent is to have a general use permit to govern the use of mats in
most situations. Discussion about the use of concrete mats as a permanent
rather than emergency structure over pipeline and the needs of the LOTF to be
an involved stakeholder in the rule_making process.

ii' Request a new rule to require Bio. Surveys following permitted coastal
activities - Arose from situation in which a company replaced a pipeline without
first obtaining permit, then applied for the after-the-fact permit once the work
was completed. Jurisic discovered a difference of requirement between LDWF
review of coastal use permit applications occurring on public seed grounds and
those occurring on private oyster leases. In order for LDWF to complete their
review of permit applications occurring on private oyster leases, LDV/F does not
require (but recomomends) that biological sampling be completed, and does not
withhold comments from LDNR based on the lack of biological sampling data.
However, LDWF does withhold comments to LDNR on permit applications
occurring over culrently productive public oyster seed grounds. Jurisic wants to
require that the permit application company conduct the biological surveys on
the private leases as well as the public seed grounds and to use a biological
sampling consultant that is acceptable by both the leaseholder and the permit



V.

application company. The Damage Evaluation Board serves as the arbitrator
between the lease holders and the oil/gas companies. Discussion concerning the
ownership of the water bottom and the reefs with respect to the role it plays in
the value and damage to resources when surveyed. Issues of costs, risks,
liabilities, and compensation for the activities included in the biological survey.

Moved by Jurisic, seconded by M. Voisin, approved to send the issue to public &
Private Oyster Grounds Committee.

f' Write/Petition Congress to have oyster industry accepted under temporary worker visa
program H2A - Current situation has the oyster industry under the H2B visa program,
which has severe limits on migrant worker permits. The actual designation of H2B is
the result of the definition of the oyster industry occupation designation by the IRS as a
processor.

Motion to write Congressional delegation to ask for assistance, seconded by Jurisic,
approved.

g'Updates on optional procedure for trip ticket information compliance - Industry
understands the legal requirements of trip ticket reporting, the industry has been able to
submit data through the fishery trip ticket forms, but through enforcement, some
individuals may not have submitted appropriate information. Taskforce decided to
implement a log book for the duplicate forms to be maintained on the vessel and with
the dealer at the time of the transfer of the catch. Relieves the burden of data off of
dealer. Discussed previously, but there was a conflict with the confidentiality and an
entire new form is not within the context of the law. It would take legislative action to
adopt a formal second form. The LDWF is considering a book of carbon copy forms
for daily use.

Committee Reports
a.Finance - No report.

b.Health - Rules made in June have been published in october Register.

c'Enforcement - About 125 cases, 57 citations to individuals for taking oysters off of seed
grounds outside of open season, 5 sanitary codes, 5 thefts, 5 written permission cases.

d.Public & Private oyster Grounds committee - Has handout.
i. Seed ground permit workgroup - Rules have been put into prace.



l'Section 527 rerates to the renewar or reissuing of the permit and relates tothe vessel permit (required by raw to harvest oysters from seed grounds
starting January 1,2009). Discussion of whether the person or the boat isbeing permitted, the situations in which the boat is owned by multiprepeople or a person owns multiple boats for oyster industry. Determination
of eligibility wil depend on a combination of the trip tickets, the range oftime the boat was used, or was registered during a fange, includes an
appeal board. Interpretation as a limited entry plgram by limiting thenumber of boats that can fish on the seed giorna, (very confusingperspective). The permit must be obtained during the original applicationperiod (prior to Dec 31,2009). No new permits will be issued after that
date.

2.Section 529 addresses the situation in which a vesser denied a permit mayappeal the decision, specifically in the case of hardship. The appear mustbe filed prior to Dec 37,2009, based on documentaiion of a variety ofpossible conditions or qualifications, Discussion of the makeup of theappeal board, suggesting that it will resembre the makeup of the LorF.

Motion by M' voisin, seconded by Robin, approved to amend the sections to change therecommendationsfrom 3 years to 2 years of proof.

ffy;:rir.f 
voisin, seconded bv w. voisin, calrfor the count, approved to remove item 4 from

Moved by M' voisin, seconded by Zeringue, opproved to add ,,unless additional rules orregulations are deveroped to address dffirent circumstances,, to item s.ii. permit fees
e.Research - Nothing to report
f. Legal - Nothing to report
g. Legislative - Next session is a fiscal only session.
h. Briefing Book _ Nothing to report.
i. Coastal Restoration _ Nothing to repoft.
j. Marketing - Nothing to report.

VI. New Business

a' Statutory changes concerning La. vessel registration requirements - Requested an updatefrom LDwF concerning the new legislation requiring some boats to be registered in Laas well as with the coast Guard. Spreading the word in an informative manner,occasionally with warnings. concern over who is impacted by the new regulations, thenew numbering, and other opinions about the necessity of the .hurg.r.



Motion by Jurisic, seconded by Robin, opproved to send amembers of the legislature addressing these concerns
changes.

b'Enforcement of harvesting regulations on the public Seed Grounds - From the industry,there have been complaints about the lack of enforcement on public seed grounds. Thisseason' there was a stepped opening and some boats were on the public grounds duringthe bedding period and sacking without regard of the new regulations. Also have heardthat there are boats working in other cios"d areas. Enforcement described somechallenges they encountered and they are working to develop solutions. Discussion ofpossible language to apply stipulations or restrictions that will allow enforcement tobetter uphold the regulation.

c' Statutory changes concerning certain State Grounds designated for bedding purposes only- Suggesting a management plan for oyster bedding to increase the supply of oystersable to be planted' Moved, seconded, approved to send the recommendation tocommittee for consideration of options fo, d"rignating certain areas of the Stategrounds for bedding only.

d.oyster Resource Advisory committee - Defened to the next meeting.

e'DHH to set up an 800 number oyster harvest area closure information hotline - cur.rentlymaintains one for calciseau and it can be used for other uses.

vII' Adjourn - Moved, seconded, approved. Next meetingfor January r3,,2009 at uNo.

letter to the Governor and
and displeasure over the



Oyster Tag Sales By Type

07t10t08 - 12t31t08

Generic

Shucking

Computer

Post Harvest (Blue)

Personalized Regular

Personalized post Harvest(Blue)

Yellow

For Cooking Only

Personalized For Cooking Only

Total

236,900

500

1 45,000

57,500

495,000

20,000

10,000

31,500

190,000

929,500

x.05

46,475
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NOTICE OF INTENT

Department of Health and Hospitals
Office of public Health

Marine and Freshwater Animal Food products
(LAC 51:IX. 305,321and 331)

Notj:? is hereby given, in accordance with the Administrative procedure Act, R.S.
49:950 et seq., that the state health officer acting through the Department of Health and
Hospitals, office of Public Health, pursuant to the authority in R^.S. a0:a(A)(6)and R.S.40:5, intends to amend and revise Title 51, Part IX (Marine and Fresh Water Animal
Food Products), by effecting changes as outlined below. The proposed change will resultin code provisions which are consistent with the National srreirsn sanitatioi program
(NSSP) 2007 Model ordinance. The NSSP is the federaUstate cooperative program
recognized by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) anoirre Inrcr;rate Shellfish
Sanitation Conference (ISSC) for the sanitary control oi shellfish produced and sold for
human consumption.

Title 51
PUBLIC HEALTH-SANITARY CODE

Part IX. Marine and Fresh water Animal Food products

c-hapter 3. Preparation and Handling of seafood for Market
$305. Sewage Disposal on Shellfish Boats

[formerly paragraph 9:007]
A' Owners and operators of all vessels in which persons are engaged in the handling ofshellfish from the planting or growing grounds, shall provide their vessels with suitable

receptacles, including tight fitting lids. These waste receptacles shall be properly
labeled with the wording'o F'oR HUMAN wAsrE oNly" with the letter size tleing no
Iess than land Vz inches and be of adequate size and type having a capacity of at least 2gallons for each person on the boat, in which the extraci, both solid and liquid, of person
on the boats, shall be received. The contents ofsuch receptacles shall be disposed ofeither by means of the sewerage system of a municipality, by incineration, or by burial inthe ground at points sufficiently removed from the ua"ts of streams or tidal waters toprevent the pollution of the waters thereof, or any other means of disposal aLrthorized bylaw.

AUTHORTTvNOTE: promulgated in accordance with R.S. 40:4.A.(l),
R. S. 40 :4.A. (6 r, R. S.40: -5 ( 2X 3 x-5 x7 x9 )( Ls 1, *o R. S. 40:5. 3.
HISTORICAL Norr: Promlgated by the Department of Health and Hospitals, office of public Health,LR28:1302 (June 2002), amended LR 33:g50 (May 2007),amenOeO LR 3-5:



$321.

A.
E.

AUTHORITYNOTE:
R.S.40:5.3.

Shipping Shell-Stock Requirements
[tbrmerly paragraph 9:0+21
D.

If shellstock is received either "sacked or in boxes" from a certified dealer and isnot processed or repacked in any form, the product when reshipped to anothercertified dealer, wholesaler, or reiailer, must have a label attached to the package,bearingthenamearrdcertificationnumberofthe@,..,t,ipp.,.

fy}fi,?:'YNorE: 
promulgated in accordance with R.S. 40:4.A.(r), R.s. a0:5(2x3Xs)(7)(15), and

HISTORICAL NoTE: Promulgated by the Departmenr of Health and Hospitals, office of public Health,LR 28:1307 (June 2002), amended ]Lp,i+:qqS (March 2008), t_R 3_5:

$331' Refrigeration Requirements for Shell-Stock Harvested for Shucking by acertified Dealer during the Months January through Decemtler
[formerly parag r aph 9 :0 52 -Z]

A. - A.2
3' Dealerlharvester tags utilized for shellstock harvested outside of the time-temperature matrix rsrill must be labeled "FoR €€€ISNGSHUCKIN(; Ily A ctrr{Tltjrlt)

I)tlALHIt oI POST-HARVEST PROCESSING ONLY,,.

HISToRICAL NorE: 
^Pro-mulgated 

by the Department of Health and Hospirals , office of public
Healrh, LR 28: r 309 (June 2002), amenaeo LR zt:1sso( November 2oojl, r_n 34:2rj S(ocrosEn2008),LR35:

All interested persons are invited to submit written comments on the proposedregulation' Persons may submit written comments no later than 4:30 pm on Nrarch 25,2009 to David Guilbeau, Commercial seafood Program Administrator-, office of public
Health, 628 N. Fourth street, p.o. Box 44gg.Baton i.oug., LA. 7og2r.

Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 40:4.A.(|),R.S. a0:5(2)(3)(5X7)(15), and

Alan Levine
Secretary



PLAQUEMINES OYSTER ASSOCIATION
749 SPRING TIIYME DRIW

. Belle Chasse, La. 70037

PATRICK BANKS
DEPT. OT WILD LIFE AND
FISHERIES
BATON ROUGE, LOAISIANA

DEAR PATRICK:

AT A MEETING OF THE PfuIQAEMINES OYSTER ASSOCIATION ON
DECEMBER 20, 2008, JAKOV TURISIC WAS NOMINATED AND VOTED IN FAVOR
BY THE MEMBERS PRESENT TO REPRESENT THE ASSOCIATION ON THE REWEW
BOAKD FOR STATE SEED GROUND VESSEL PERMITS.

.,

1,

vEky TRaLY YOaRS,

/fu.&tl*."-;-{,
PETER G. VUJNOVICH, JR.

PRESIDENT

CC: LOUISIANA OYSTER TASK FORCE


